Involvement of GABAergic neurotransmission in the neurobiology of the apomorphine-induced aggressive behavior paradigm, a model of psychotic behavior in rats.
The effect of treatment with the acute GABAA receptor agonist THIP and the GABAB receptor agonist baclofen on apomorphine-induced aggressive behavior was studied in adult male Wistar rats. Both THIP (10 mg/kg i.p.) and baclofen (8 mg/kg i.p.) attenuated the aggressiveness, thereby indicating the involvement of GABAergic neurotransmission in the mediation of apomorphine-induced aggressiveness. On the basis of our data it can be proposed that both GABAA and GABAB receptor subtypes are involved in the neurobiology of apomorphine-induced aggressive behavior, as this phenomenon is evidently subject to the general inhibitory effect of GABAergic neurotransmission.